
Modern Alternative 

On the       day of the month of   in the year 57  according to Jewish 
reckoning and corresponding to the   day of    in the year 2  . 

We stand here as one, united in our love. We publicly declare our intention to love and 
respect, to comfort and care for one another.  We privately pledge ourselves to each other, as a 
seal upon our hearts. We publicly exchange these rings, as a seal upon our arm.  

In the words of Ecclesiastes: “Two are better than one because they have a good reward for 
their deeds; For if they fall, the one will lift the other, but if one falls alone who will help 
him/her rise? And if two lie together they warm each other but how can one be warm alone?”  

We pledge to establish a home in which the presence of God resides; a home filled with 
learning, compassion and integrity; a home wherein the flow of the seasons and the passages 
of life are celebrated through the symbols of the Jewish people.  We give thanks to God 
whose gift of love has united our hearts.  May our marriage be filled with generosity and 
friendship, patience and joy, faithfulness and understanding. 
May we cherish every moment of life, and together become partners with God in the process 
of creation.  We will delight in each other’s good fortune, and we will sow seeds of tenderness 
when fortune turns away.  This is in accordance with the ancient custom of our people, where 
(husband and wife) cherish, honor, support and maintain each other faithfully.
Should the light of our love become clouded, we hereby pledge to conduct ourselves in 
dignity and compassion.  We forswear pettiness and vengeance towards each other.  Should, 
God forbid, divorce separate us, we will seek resolution in the wisdom of our sages, both in 
our community of civil law and in our community of faith.  

These words are to be sworn between us as a marriage contract; a promise between us for all 
time, according to the intention of our sages of blessed memory. It is not to be regarded as a 
mere forfeiture without consideration or as a mere formula of a document, and we have used 
a garment legally fit for the purpose, to strengthen all that is stated above, and everything is 
valid and confirmed. 
  

Attested to________________________ Witness 
Attested to________________________ Witness

Rabbi ____________________________


